
They don’t make ‘em like the Tuttle Man-
sion anymore. So when the historic home, 
an ornate Victorian built in 1899, needed a 
fumigation for drywood termites, Mission 
City Fumigation welcomed the challenge. 
The Tuttle Mansion in Watsonville, Calif., 
was built 112 years ago by a wealthy 
rancher and, today is home to several 
businesses and is owned by Oliver Realty, 
which purchased the home in 1974.

Jeniffer Oliver-Wess is the operations 
manager for Oliver Property Manage-
ment, which has been based in the home 
for 40 years. She grew up with her family 
working in the home and wanted to make 
sure the home’s integrity remained intact 
following the fumigation. The house had 
never been fumigated before, and Oliver-
Wess could recall only one nonchemical 
treatment that was done in the early 1990s. 

“We’ve been talking about fumigation for 
years, but the biggest reason for delay 
was the hesitancy to tent the house,” she 
explains. “The ornate work outside is so 
fragile that we just wanted to make sure it 
was protected.”

But the termites made their presence 
known, so fumigation became necessary. 
Damage appeared on the roof, and piles of 

frass were found in the eves and window-
sills of the third floor. Another building on 
the property, formerly a carriage house, 
also had visible termite damage. The  
home is built almost entirely of redwood, 
Oliver-Wess says. 

Julio De La Mora, branch manager for 
Mission City Fumigation, understood the 
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Mission City Fumigation begins tarping the historic 
Tuttle Mansion. The steep roof and elaborate facade 
posed quite a challenge.
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delicate manner of tenting and fumigating needed for such a 
historic home and two other small buildings on the property.

“Once we assured her that everything would be OK with the roof, 
it put her at ease,” De La Mora says. “i was out there with her the 
day of the fumigation, so i could address any concerns she had. 
We had full cooperation from her and her staff.”

Fumigating such an old building required attention to detail.

“i always passed that house and thought, ‘Whoever has to fumigate  
that house is going to have a lot of challenges,’” he says with a 
laugh. “The way the house was built makes it hard to tent. There 
are ridges on the roof with spikes on them, so you can’t straddle 
the roof. homes today are more of a boxy, simple shape. Some-
thing like this required more padding and prep time for wrapping 
and tarping.” 

Tarping the house was a labor-intensive process that lasted from 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, and it included the use of a crane. As a 
safety measure, the team walked through all three levels and the 
attic of the home to do one last check. After releasing chloropicrin,  
they released about 90 pounds of Vikane® gas fumigant and 
fumigated for 22 hours. Following ventilation Sunday, the building 
was cleared for reoccupancy Monday. 

Oliver-Wess says she is happy with the results and felt very  
well-informed before and during the fumigation. 

“They were very professional, positive and accommodating,” she 
says. “Days before the fumigation, they even gave me coveralls 
so i could crawl underneath the house with them and see the 
termite damage.”

De La Mora says this was the oldest home Mission City  
Fumigation has ever fumigated.

“There was a lot of trimming on the house, and we thought we 
were going to have issues with that, but everything held up really 
well,” he says. “The days before the fumigation were really windy, 
and we were afraid it would tear things off the house. But the 
wind slowed down, so that made things much easier.”
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CAP adapt
California Aeration Procedures (CAP) took effect Nov. 1, 2010, and 
three veteran fumigators in the golden State say their companies 
are adapting well to the changes and even finding some positive 
aspects about the regulations.

“i was a little apprehensive about CAP, but i honestly can’t say 
anything negative about it,” says Ken Leitner, of A-1 Fumigation 
of Bellflower, Calif. “The regulations improve worker and public 
safety, and it takes the same amount of time as the previous aera-
tion procedure. The biggest difference is that now we drop the 
tarps on the third day and the homeowner can move in as soon  
as it is cleared.”

“CAP meets state requirements without dramatically changing 
things for the customer,” adds Jim Weed of Proven Termite, San 
Jose. “For our customers, it hasn’t made much of a difference. We 
are basically doing the same thing because they can move back in  
on the third day, though we will have to adjust prices to cover  
our investment in new equipment.”

Ruben Angeles of San Diego Fume Works says customers are not 
asking about CAP, perhaps because the primes are doing a good 
job of educating their customers.

“The surprising thing is that we can now clear the structure on  
the spot,” Angeles says. “We don’t have the crew waiting around 
for an hour for the building to be cleared, which saves us money on 
the down. And clearance is not an issue. We are getting zero ppm 
even on commercial jobs. We got a zero ppm reading on a 280,000- 
cubic-foot commercial job. The building had no windows, so we 
had its eight doors open 4 inches, and on the third day, we got a 
zero ppm inside the tarp.”

Learning CAP
Weed says his company began working with CAP before the  
regulations took effect. having experienced crews helped them  
get comfortable with what they are doing and why. As they gain  
additional experience with CAP, he expects efficiencies to improve.

“We’re constantly learning and improving,” he says. “For example, 
on small, free-standing sheds we may decide to use air packs 
rather than follow CAP. Some sheds simply are not tall enough to 
allow you to follow the CAP directions.”

Leitner credits the California Department of Agriculture as helping 
with the transition to CAP. “No one knew what to expect,” he says. 
“Representatives of the Department of Agriculture visited our  
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Aeration windows that fasten with VelCro® brand hook and loop fasteners are sewn into tarps to adapt to the new California Aeration Procedures (CAP).

Dow Agrosciences provides exclusive resources  
to fumigators in an effort to make your business as  
successful as possible. Below are a few samples  
of such resources. For a complete list, contact your  
Dow Agrosciences account representative.

 •  homeowner DVD — educate homeowners  
about dryweed termites, their habits and the  
best ways to exterminate them.

 •  homeowner Brochure — Show homeowners exactly 
what to expect when fumigating with  
Vikane® gas fumigant.

 •  Fact Sheet About Vikane — Learn the benefits of 
Vikane gas fumigant.

 •  California/Florida homeowner Preparation  
Sheet — Specifics for homeowners on  
fumigations in these specially regulated states.

 •  instructions on how to use Nylofume® Bag — 
Features information on what needs to be bagged  
and how it’s done.

 •  PCT Bed Bug Webinar — An educational look at bed 
bug outbreaks in the united States and abroad, by  
Dini Miller, Ph.D., urban Pest Management specialist 
for the state of Virginia.

 •  Bed Bug Fact Sheet — understand the bed bug menace.

Did you know?


